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You Hear the Fire Alarm…Now What? 
      The Resident Council asked that we share 
information regarding what to do in the event of
a fire alarm. Please pay attention to the
following: 

1. Assume every alarm is the real thing and 
not a drill or false alarm. 

2. If you are threatened by smoke or fire, 
no matter where you are, evacuate the
area as quickly and safely as possible.
You may leave the building or you may
move away from the smoke and fire to
an adjacent wing. Become familiar with
evacuation routes. 

3. If you are in your apartment and are not
threatened by smoke of fire: Stay there!
Staff will let you know if you need to
evacuate. 
4. If you are in a public area (dining room, 

Assembly room, activity area, etc.) and
are not threatened by smoke or fire: Stay
there! Staff will let you know if you 
need to evacuate. 

5. If you are in a corridor and are not 
threatened by smoke or fire: Move to the
side of the corridor and stay there. Do 
not go through the closed smoke
containment doors. Opening the smoke
doors may allow the dangerous spread of
smoke and fumes. Moving to the side of
the corridor will give room to staff who
are hurrying to the site of the alarm. 

6. Once the alarms are silenced, residents 
can expect that the situation is deemed
safe and the alarm system has been reset. 

We are required to have at least 12 fire drills every
year; one on each shift, each quarter. The drills on
the night shift are silent drills. So at least 8 times a
year an alarm will sound because of a drill. In
addition to that there may be some false alarms. 

It is important that you follow the steps 
outlined above in the event of an alarm. Thankyou
for your understanding and cooperation. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact Christy
Huiras, Sabine Thomas or Mike Sheehan. 
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