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Lunch Out, Brought-In: Mr. Dave’s 
     Lunch from a local favorite is coming Tuesday, January 19 at Noon: Mr. 

Dave’s. Mr. Dave’s is nationally known for being “the home of the pork 

tenderloin,” but their menu offers a variety of sandwiches and sides. A full menu 

can be seen at their Facebook page. 

     A limited menu posted in the Notebooks at the Dining Rooms (where you 

sign up) and on the bulletin boards. Sign up by Friday, January 15; limited to 

25 orders. Pay for lunch when it is delivered, by check or with exact change.  

     Some people ask, “Why a limited menu?” Especially for our smaller, locally-owned restaurants, an order for 

25 people all at the same time can be daunting. It helps them prepare hot, fresh meals for our group by keeping 

our delivery menu more specific. 

     Lunch Out, Brought In is only for Manor residents, who are unable to leave the campus in their own vehicles. 

  

Silly Socks Thursdays 
     Enjoy a little whimsy on “Silly 

Socks Thursdays,” by wearing fun, 

colorful, imaginative and otherwise 

silly socks (for those who wear socks). 

 

Christmas Un-Decorating Begins January 4 
     If your wing needs assistance with undecorating, contact Brian 

(982-3940), Rhonda (982-3925) or Jennifer (982-3959). Thanks 

for leaving your decorations up through the New Year holiday. If 

your wing wants to put decoration in boxes, label them and 

Program and Services will retrieve them for storage. 
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Vaccination Information 
     As of the printing of The Timberline, 
there is still no date or schedule for 
administering coronavirus vaccines to 
residents and staff. Timbercrest is assured 
that the vaccine will be here soon and 
given on-campus. 
     Please watch Channel 2, listen for 
information on the OneCall system and 
read memos delivered to you on this 
important subject. Thanks! 
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Exercises On Channel 2 
     Exercise Class leader Rhonda Nettrouer is providing exercise 

videos on Channel 2 when Timbercrest is sequestered due to the 

coronavirus. The times are 9:30 a.m. Monday through Friday. Stay 

tuned to Channel 2 for the latest! (No video on Tuesday, December 

1, due to Christmas decorating.) 

 

Sewing Sisters Continue 
     The important work of the Sewing Sisters continues Monday, 

January 4, at 1:00 p.m. in the Quilt Room on A Street. If you have 

questions or are interested in joining this group, contact Mary 

Ritchey 982-2112. 

 

Walmart Shopping 

     Walmart shopping is Thursday, January 14. Residents can’t ride along. Walmart shopping lists are due in 

Campus Mail only by 8:00 a.m. on January 14. You will be telephoned when the order is in. To place an order: 

1) You can order produce, dairy and eggs, but it is preferred to get these items through the local Neighborhood 

Fresh Market shopper on Tuesdays. Milk half-gallons and eggs are sold in our Neighborhood Market. 

2) Be sure your note is clear: sizes, quantities, etc. If you write “the largest bottle” of something, you will get 

the largest bottle, which may be larger than you expected.  

3) There are still no returns. 

4) On your order, be sure to include a phone number where you can be reached while the shopper is at Walmart. 

 

Beat the Midwinter Blues! 
     Sometimes the winter creates a feeling of being trapped… during the coronavirus closures this feeling may be 

compounded by a fear of getting out of your home or a reluctance to be around others. Some people respond to 

the longer hours of darkness and overcast skies in a condition known as “Seasonally Affected Disorder,” which 

brings a sense of depression and loss.  

     You can fight – and beat – some of these midwinter and coronavirus blues. Try this: 

 Go to the Timbercrest Library to read, use the computer, find out information.  

 Shop in the Neighborhood Market.  

 Check your mail. 

 Send some mail. Remember, notes to friends anywhere on campus are free to send. Cards and note pads are 

available in the Neighborhood Market. 

 Go to the Fitness Center. Rhonda Nettrouer and Jennifer Gearhart are available to help you learn how to use 

equipment and develop a program that will work for you. 

 Find a way to volunteer: help in the Quilt Room, make ceramics, deliver Bingo prizes, deliver newspapers, 

call your neighbors on your wing or street, etc. 

 Go to the Chapel to pray.  

 Find good, supportive reading in the Spiritual Care Library located in the Chapel foyer. 

 Pick up something in the Snack Shop on Wednesdays from 2-3 p.m. 

 Watch EvenSong, Lectio Divina, Timbercrest Chat, Daily 

Chapel, Exercises and other offerings in the Rose Garden 

Lounge or in the Hub, rather than on your TV at home. 

 Post cartoons, photos, words of encouragement, etc. on the 

A Street Bulletin Boards. 

 Get to know someone on the other side of the Manor. 

Knock on the door and say hello (with masks, of course!). 

 Take a walk in the Courtyard. Maintenance will be 

intentional about prioritizing snow removal from the 

Courtyard sidewalks (once the snow flies).

Special Timbercrest Chat with 
Stan Noffsinger 

Thursday, January  7,  
at 2:30 p.m. 

     Stan will be sharing insights on 
current events as they relate to  
Timbercrest and the pandemic. 
     A monthly “chat” with Stan  will be 
regularly offered the first Thursday of 
each month. (Check Channel 2 for 
aberrations in this schedule.) 
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Thank You for the Disposable Items 

     The Health Care Team is extremely grateful for the generous outpouring of books, puzzles, devotionals, 

articles and magazines, lotions, lip balm and personal care items, and much more that has helped supply our 

“Covid Care Packages.” There are plenty of supplies at this time (thankfully, they haven’t been needed much!). 

 

Bingo 
      Have fun at Bingo on Channel 2 Wednesdays and Fridays at 11:00 a.m. Candy and other prizes are 

awarded and a good time is had by all. Contact Jennifer Gearhart for details, 982-3959. 

  

Grief Support  
     Listen each Monday at 3:30 for Grief Support on 

Channel 2. Laura Stone will share readings and insights 

for anyone needing support. Call Laura at 982-3938. 
 

Timbercrest Chat  
     Each Tuesday and Thursday at 2:30 p.m. tune in to 

Channel 2 for the Timbercrest Chat. This program 

highlights special people and aspects of life at 

Timbercrest with host Brian Daniels. Now that some 

technical difficulties with Channel 2 have been fixed, we 

hope to be back on the regular schedule. 

 

The Doors Close at Five 
     Remember: The Main Entrance door closes at 5:00 

p.m. and doesn’t reopen until 7:30 a.m. the next day. 

Walking in the Courtyard is encouraged; the interior 

Courtyard doors are not locked. If you are locked out and 

have your cell phone, you can call 982-3952, and a Nurse 

can locate a Maintenance staff member to let you in. The 

preferred way is to be back in the Manor by 5:00. 
 

Midweek Break 
     Enjoy these tasty treats Wednesdays from 2-3 p.m. Come to the Snack Shop to pick up your “treat” and take 

it to your apartment or a lobby to eat with others (six feet apart 😊). Sign up in the Notebooks at the Dining 

Rooms if you’d like a treat! 
     January 6 – Nordmann’s Nook pies  January 13 – Cinnamon Rolls 

     January 20 – Snowbank Sundaes   January 27 – Popcorn Parlor 

     We regret that we are unable to serve Midweek Break snacks to Neighborhood Homes during the sequester. 

 

Up-to-Date Coronavirus Information 
Visit www.timbercrest.org or the latest on coronavirus and its impact on the Timbercrest family 

 
Grand Spartans Opportunity 
     For many years, Timbercrest residents have partnered with the Manchester University 

Women’s Basketball Team as “Grand Spartans,” for support and mutual fellowship. The 

Timbercrest group has had prime seating at women’s basketball games, and the MU team has 

visited our campus for snacks, games and a breather from classes and the basketball court. 

     The team is looking for ways to connect with Grand Spartans via Zoom and other internet-

based gatherings. If you are part of this group, look for a special notice in campus mail. If you 

would like to be part of this group, contact Brian Daniels 982-3940. 

 

 

 
EvenSong 

Come for moments of inspiration and reflection 
every Wednesday at 4 :00 p.m. on Channel 2. 

 
January 6 Chaplain Laura Stone 
   Epiphany: Honoring Insight 
January 13  CEO Stan Noffsinger 
  Stan vs. the Volcano 
January 20 David Mills 
  Another Pandemic 
January 27 Marilyn Kieffaber 
 Stories for Grown-Ups 

http://www.timbercrest.org/
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Book Club Update 
     Timbercrest Book Club coordinator Marilyn Kieffaber will be in touch with members about January’s book 

and options. Watch Channel 2 for updates. If you would like to join the Book Club, please contact Marilyn. Text 

or call her at (260)578-5008.  Come join us!  
       

Seniors for Peace 
     The next Seniors for Peace Steering Committee Meeting is Monday, January 11, 2021, at 10:30 a.m., 

probably via Zoom. Contact Marie Willoughby if you have questions. 
      

Weekly Hymn Sings  
     Sing with our weekly Hymn Sings Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. on Channel 2.  The idea is that 

neighbors in the Manor – and possibly in the Neighborhood Homes – will join together to sing. 

In the Manor, bring your chair to the doorway and turn on the TV to Channel 2.  

 

Be Sure to Wear Your Mask 
      Be sure your mask covers both nose and mouth, fits snugly to the sides of your face and chin, 

and is secure with ties or ear loops. Please wear your mask outside of your home or when others 

come into your home. Disposable surgical masks should be changed about every three days. New 

masks are available at the Receptionist or at the Residential Nurses Station. If you are leaving 

campus, it is recommended to leave your surgical mask at home and to wear a cloth mask (if you 

have one) when shopping, at the doctor, etc. 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
     Churches are beginning to open but they are still 

considered high-exposure risk situations. 

Timbercrest is showing recordings of three local 

church services on Channel 2 on Sundays. Due to 

changes in Channel 2, we are unable to show these 

services “live.” Chaplain Laura Stone is working 

with local congregations to obtain their videos 

digitally so they can be shown. See Channel 2 for 

service schedule updates.

 

Spiritual Care Library in the Chapel Foyer 
     To borrow a book from the Spiritual Care Library, simply take it with you. If you 

can return it by the end of each day, please do. Need it for a more extended time or 

think you might forget to return it? Please mark it down in the check-out folder. 

 Good Grief by Granger Westberg - This gem is written with the heart of a pastor, 

the insight of a psychologist, the humanity of a father and husband, and the hope of 

someone who has seen so many survive the process of grieving. Timothy Johnson, MD 

 Good Grief Devotional: 52 Weeks toward Hope 

 Good Grief Journal: A Journey toward Healing 

     Also, look for new Church of the Brethren resources, including Speak Peace devotional, deacon manuals, Take 

Our Moments and Our Days prayer books, etc. Some new Jim Miller resources regarding living faithfully in the 

midst of caregiving and illness / physical decline are available also. 
 

Praying with Scripture: Lectio Divina 

“In the silence of the heart God speaks.  If you face God in prayer and silence, God will speak to you.  Souls of 
prayer are souls of great silence.”  ~Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

     Lectio Divina is praying with Scripture. Texts are read slowly, listening to how God may speak to hearts and 

minds, trusting the Holy Spirit to speak through the text; we listen with silent and waiting hearts. Listen to Lectio 

Divina and participate in your apartment by tuning to Channel 2 Tuesday afternoons at 3:30. 

 

Visitation Committee 

     Meetings of the Visitation Committee are suspended for now. If you know someone in Health Care or 

Crestwood in particular need of a caring visit, contact Lois Davis, 982-4230, or Chaplain Laura Stone, 982-3938. 
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Memoir Writing Class 
     The Memoir Writing Class meets “virtually,” as 

instructor Jane Starner sends assignments and 

suggestions through email to class members. 

Contact Jane (423)298-4569 or by email at 

bjstarner55@gmail.com. Under her guidance, members share life-

stories and mutual experiences. Participants find fulfillment in 

their own history, creating valuable asset for future generations. 
 

Ceramics Available 

     Looking for a new hobby – and a way to get out of your 

apartment? Why not try ceramics painting? It is a fun, creative 

way to make items for sale in the Neighborhood Market, at 

Festival of Trees or to give your family and friends. 

     Greenware becomes beautiful in the Craft Room (west basement). The ceramics group isn’t meeting, but 

individuals interested in ceramics can contact Jennifer Gearhart, 982-3959, for a quick orientation. 

 

Knit for Kids 
     Sweaters, blankets, scarves and mittens for children around the world go to Knit for 

Kids. Knitting projects from Neighborhood Homes can be brought to the Main Entrance; 

Manor residents can be taken to Knit for Kids coordinator Ann Rehrig. Ann also has 

plenty of extra yarn for use; contact her at 982-6058 to get some. 
    

Notices 

‘Tis the Season for Scammers 
     If you have any doubts about a telephone sales call, an email, other internet contacts, 

or dubious materials you receive in the postal service, don’t hesitate to discuss this with 

Sabine Thomas or another Timbercrest manager. We will share information that may 

help others not to be scammed as well. 

     Two notable scams have been circulating recently: 

1) Sweepstakes and other “investment” opportunities. Quite a few residents have received the “chance” to send 

in money in order to see it multiply quickly. Don’t be fooled! Throw away this material. Contact Melissa 

Shorter in the Timbercrest post office about how to get off the list. 

2) Holocaust “victims” scams. There are valid charities to assist surviving victims of the Holocaust. Two 

legitimate charities are The Blue Card (established in 1934 when the Nuremberg Laws took effect) and The 

Aviv Association, based in Israel assisting the 190,000 Holocaust survivors living there. Many other 

solicitations for “Holocaust victims” are unreliable. Check with staff and your family before sending money. 

 
A Word About Confidentiality 

     As the number of cases of coronavirus have increased, so has speculation 

about “who has it” and “who’s going to get it.” It is important to remember 

that each of these cases – residents and staff – is a matter of someone’s 

health and should be kept confidential. It is counterproductive to spread 

rumors and innuendo about others. 

     If you have been in close enough contact with someone who has the virus 

and may have been contagious, you will be notified as soon as possible.  

 

Employees, Residents Screened Weekly 
     Timbercrest staff receive coronavirus tests on Tuesdays and Fridays, in the Assembly Room. Resident testing 

is on Fridays in the Assembly Room. This may change as the “positive test rate” fluctuates for Wabash County. 

Please keep track of information on Channel 2 and the bulletin boards. 

 
Having trouble with 

Channel 2 on your 

set? Contact 

Maintenance through 

the Receptionist, 

982-2118. 

 
About Channel 2 and  

Sunday Worship Services 
     Since Timbercrest is unable to provide 
transportation to residents’ churches, 
recordings of the three most-attended local 
churches will play on Sundays.  
     If you would like help accessing your 
church's online worship, call Chaplain Laura 
(x3938). 

mailto:bjstarner55@gmail.com
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Tele-Health Visits with Physicians  
     Many health care providers make appointments via tele-health. 

Schedule a tele-health appointment with your doctor through Kelli 

McCombs, transportation coordinator and scheduler, at 982-3941. 

Please do not schedule your own appointment if you need 

Timbercrest services or transportation. Thank you. 
 

Churches Offer Online Services 
     Several local churches record and/or live stream worship 

services which can be viewed on your computer, tablet, or smart 

phone: 

1) Manchester Church of the Brethren: manchestercob.net; 

click the YouTube button at the bottom of the page.  

2) Manchester United Methodist: northmanchesterumc.com; 

click Worship and then Worship Live links.  

3) Manchester First Brethren Church: nmfbc.org; click the 

“Worship with us ONLINE” graphic. 

4) Eel River Community Church of the Brethren: 

YouTube.com, search for Audri Svay, and click her name. 

5) Liberty Mills Church of the Brethren: libertymillscob.org; 

click LMCOB YouTube Channel 

 If your church offers online services not listed here, let 

Chaplain Laura Stone know so that we can list it with these. 
 

Yarn Sought 
     Help Knit for Kids and knitting and crocheting classes by 

donating yarn. Donations can be brought to the Timbercrest 

receptionist or dropped off in the Main Entrance. Let family and friends know our need. 
 

Weekly Shopping Trips 

Tuesday – Neighborhood Fresh Market, Dollar General and The Hardware for all Manor residents 

Thursday – CVS, Manchester Marketplace, Allen Feed, other stops for all residents 

     Shopping lists are due the day before shopping in the box at Jennifer Gearhart’s office at the Hub. To use a 

personal discount card at CVS, you must call the store and place your order and pay for it with your credit card. 

The shopper can pick up your order and you will get your discount. If you have an order to pick up, you must let 

the shopper know by 8:00 a.m. Thursday morning with a note in campus mail or Jennifer’s office. Prescriptions 

cannot be picked up for anyone. 

     Note: No Shopping on December 1 (for Christmas decorating). Tuesday shopping will be on December 2. 

 
Resident Council: How It Works  

     The Timbercrest Resident Council represents concerns of the whole campus, representing various areas on 

campus: Neighborhood Homes, Option-Plan Apartments, Full-Service Apartments and Health Care-Crestwood. 

Members are elected at All-Resident Meetings. Resident Council doesn’t have a meeting scheduled for January 

due to the curfew. Council members are listed in The Timberline on the Gold Page. 
 

Welcome to the Family 
Welcome to this new member of the Timbercrest family: 

Gladys Airgood moved to G-2 on November 12 from her home in Servia. Gladys worked as a farmer and at 

various other jobs in Huntington and North Manchester. She currently volunteers at the North Manchester Center 

for History. Gladys is a member of the United Church of Christ and attended the New Hope church in Bippus. 

More complete life stories of Timbercrest residents, plus photos, can be found in binders  

on the desk across from the Timbercrest library. 

 
Ecology Corner - January 2021 

Pill Bottle Recycling 
     We were sorry to learn recently that the 

company making Buddy Benches no 

longer takes orange prescription bottles. 

However, CVS does collect these bottles, 

and we’ll switch to recycling with them.  

Timbercrest is a valuable source for these 

bottles! 

     The tan bin by the window in the 

Vending Room behind The Nook on A 

Street is for collecting these bottles.  

Remove the label (if possible) or black out 

the personal information. Rinse and dry 

them. They take the lids but remove them 

from the bottle. 

     This does NOT include over-the-

counter medicine supplement bottles.  Put 

those in the regular recycling bins. 
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Bob Burch is a winner! 
     When Dr. Brandy Weaver, the audiologist at Family Hearing Center in North Manchester, announced a contest 

to nominate a person who could benefit from hearing aids, someone immediately knew a person who needed 

them. She submitted a short essay for that nomination. 

     Last week Bob Burch, a resident in Health Care, was chosen to be that recipient. He will soon be fitted with a 

pair of quality hearing aids from the local business. 

     Now that lip-reading is hampered by mask-wearing, improvement in hearing is especially appreciated. 

Here is the essay: 

     Bob passed his 90th birthday on September 2. He has been a resident in the nursing unit of Timbercrest for 

about two years now. 

     Bob was a teacher and a farmer. He had a set of hearing aids about 8-10 years ago, but he lost them working 

in the yard. Since then he has been handicapped in hearing and understanding what is going on around him. 

     Now that he has been confined to his bed and wheelchair and mostly quarantined in his room (due to the 

Covid-19 situation), he is lonely. His wife cannot visit him in person to give him a hug. They can only gesture 

through the window. 

     Bob's days are spent mostly watching the birds out his window and watching a little TV. If he had a set of 

hearing aids (or even one of them) he could converse with the caregivers, hear his wife and children better on the 

phone or even hear his beloved birds. 

 

Many Thanks to The Timberline Team 
     The Timberline is always a group effort each month. Brian Daniels serves as editor, but it wouldn’t work 

without the help of the following; 

 Melissa Shorter: calendar and facility coordination, printing and distribution 

 Janice Bradley, Jenny Taylor and Crystal Dyson: Crestwood and Health Care calendar preparation 

 Rhonda Nettrouer, Jennifer Gearhart, Kelli McCombs and Laura Stone: content contribution, proofreading 

 Marie Willoughby: Seniors for Peace articles and information 

 Gary Heisler: TUG and garden articles and information 

 Proofreaders Wanda Miller, Lucy McKinley (and others as available) 

 Wanda Miller: Ecology Corner 

 Management Team members: information pertaining to life on campus 

 Manchester Alive and local organizations and churches: community activity information 

 

Peace Corner 
     It was 17th century Welsh poet Henry Vaughan who coined the phrase “A misspent youth” upon his conversion 

to the Church of England. His poem Peace was written around 1652 at the end of civil war in England, ironically 

a religious war between the Established Church and monarchy against and the Puritans and Parliamentarians. 

Vaughan suffered a prolonged illness that impacted his life and faith. Peace reflects deep thoughts during a time 

of personal and national crisis: 

My Soul, there is a country far beyond the stars, 

Where stands a winged sentry all skillful in the wars; 

There, above noise and danger Sweet Peace sits, crown’d with smiles, 

And One born in a manger commands the beauteous files. 

He is thy gracious friend and (O my Soul awake!) 

Did in pure love descend, to die here for thy sake. 

If thou canst get but thither, there grows the flow’r of peace, 

The rose that cannot wither, thy fortress, and thy ease. 

Leave then thy foolish ranges, for none can thee secure,  

But One, who never changes, Thy God, thy life, thy cure. 

 

"the flower of peace" 
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Christmas Capers 
     Thanks to everyone who played along with our two fun 

“capers” for Christmas. Many residents and staff had a great time 

with the Penguin and the Scavenger Hunt. Thanks to Laura Stone 

for the concept (and penguin) and to Program and Services staff 

for rewarding “fabulous prizes.” 

     An interesting side-note… we ended up with several various 

penguins as the month progressed.  Not sure where they all came 

from, but it added to the fun. 

 
New Staff in Crestwood 
     Crystal Dyson is moving from being a Timbercrest driver to 

being an Activity Aide in Crestwood starting in January. Janice 

Bradley will remain as the Activity Director for both Health Care 

and Crestwood and Jenny Taylor is the Activity Aide in Health 

Care. Crystal shares the following introduction with the 

Timbercrest family: 

     I am a farm girl at heart. I love raising calves and being with 

animals. In the summer I enjoy caring for sweet corn and green 

beans and selling them. I also enjoy canning and freezing fruits 

and veggies. This past year I raised chickens to sell.  

     In my spare time I enjoy lots of projects: making hats, dishrags, 

soap, scrubbies, candles and other things. I don't like to knit but 

really enjoy crocheting. I also enjoy other more relaxing activities. 

     I am interested in physiological disorders and the way our 

brains work but have not studied it much. I live with my parents a 

few miles from Timbercrest. Dad is a millwright. Mom is a 

homemaker and works at a printing business she and dad bought 

in 2017. I have a brother and two sisters (all married) and they 

work with mom. One brother-in-law is a truck driver and the other 

raises sorghum and works for my dad. My brother has a boy and 

girl. I love doing activities with my nephew and niece. She is 6 

and he is 4. My grandparents live just up the road and I enjoy being 

with them. Helping grandpa in his woodshop, visiting and helping grandma, hauling wood for the stove, and 

petting their dog.  

     I also work part-time for Beachler's Sugar Bush maple syrup farm in the winter. 

     I have always enjoyed visiting older adults and look forward to serving you in the coming years. 

 

Thank you for the Generous Christmas Gift 
     The employees of Timbercrest thank you very 

much for the very generous Christmas bonus you 

provided this year. A total of $30,000 was 

collected, for a distribution of $200 for all full-

time employees and $100 for all part time staff. 

     This has been a very difficult year for many 

staff, working long hours and serving “double 

duty.” Your thoughtful gift speaks volumes 

about what it means to “make good things 

happen… together.” 

 

Help Wanted 

Local retirement community has 

prime positions available for the 

following: 

Chapel Décor: help decorate 

the front of the Chapel for 

worship and holiday seasons; 

help seasoned Chapel assistant 

Elsie Barrett and Chaplain 

Laura! 

Phone Pals: make phone calls 

to residents in Health Care and 

Crestwood to increase social 

interaction and give meaning to 

time, especially in the early 

evenings. 

Photographers: take and 

submit photos from around the 

campus (no people) to be used in 

channel 2 slides; digital format 

preferred (using phone or digital 

camera); e.g. campus wildlife, 

special shots of special TC 

places, etc.  

 All supplies provided 

 Excellent wages: stickers, 

handmade designer masks, 

long-distance high fives, 

sweet baked goods of choice, 

aromatic lotion, polished 

rocks, etc. 

 Call now! Operators are 

standing by: Laura Stone, 

Chaplain, 982-3938 
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A Report from the Chapel Committee Survey Results 
Devotions at Timbercrest 

     Daily community devotions have been a hallmark of Timbercrest almost from the very beginning. Soon after 

moving the retirement home to North Manchester from Mexico, Indiana, in 1968, two women, Lillian Grisso and 

Kathryn Garner, started leading daily devotions in the west end of the Rose Garden Dining Room right after 

breakfast at 8:00 a.m. 

     There has been support and interest and the format for these daily devotions has hardly changed in the 52 years 

since then. About 2007 the starting time was changed to 8:15 a.m. with a 10-minute prelude prior. Chapel time 

concluded by 8:40 a.m., and oft-times sooner. EvenSong began in September 2012 as an alternative chapel time 

on Wednesday. A large number of Timbercrest residents have played roles in providing leadership for these daily 

times of community devotions.  In 2010 Howard Uhrig figured out a way to have the sound of chapel broadcast 

over our internal TV channel 2. 

      The year 2020 has brought some changes. There have been only a few days since March 12, when residents 

could gather in the chapel. A video camera has made it possible for us to see the speaker, worship leader, and 

musicians.  We’ve used manuscripts and recorded messages. In light of this, several members of the current 

Chapel Planning Committee interviewed a group of our residents known to participate in the devotionals in some 

way by participating, attending, listening, watching. We asked: 

 What is the purpose of morning devotions, and what’s important to make sure it remains? 

     The most frequent answers bring this statement: Daily morning devotions at Timbercrest lift our spirits and 

make a connection with God, giving witness to a Christian community of loving, caring, committed people. It’s 

an important start to the day, an opportunity to serve and to give Glory to God and our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

kernels we want to keep are the music, good messages, God’s blessings, challenging thoughts, and the feeling of 

community. 

     The responders pray for Timbercrest, as do almost all of us. Our prayers include that we feel we are a whole 

community, with opportunities to practice our faith, encourage each other -especially our committed and able 

staff and employees, and are seeking God’s will. In our diverse interests and backgrounds we care for each other.  

May we continue to praise God each day. 

     The biggest challenges to daily devotional time right now were listed as the technology issues that we currently 

face, encouraging people to tune in and/or attend, the uncertainty of what can happen and when,  our diversity, 

and the importance of being involved in some way. 

     Timbercrest has residents who are willing to be leaders.  We have musicians, speakers, worship leaders, and a 

‘congregation’ of listeners and watchers.  We have been blessed by a large number of non-residents who are 

willing and often eager to come and share God’s word and Christ’s blessing for us each day. 

     May your prayers join ours as we figure out how our daily morning devotions can best reach you in the future 

and be a blessing to the Timbercrest Community. 

Current Chapel Planning Committee: 

Dick Long, Chair 982-0069  Marie Willoughby, Secretary 982-6970;  

June Stealy, 982-0055 interviewer Liz Hoffman Bauer, EvenSong planner 

Lillian Brumbaugh    Doris Carpenter 

Joe Driskell    Becky Naragon 

Lois Snyder 
 


