
 

 

 

 

 

To: Timbercrest Resident / Family Members 

From:  Stanley J Noffsinger, CEO   

Date: 12/15/2020 

Re:  COVID-19 Vaccinations for Long Term Care Residents 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

By now you have probably learned that COVID-19 vaccines will soon be approved and ready for 

distribu on to the public. We have long awaited this news, and expect that Timbercrest health 

care staff and Manor (Health Care, Crestwood, and Residen al Living) residents will be among 

the first to receive these vaccines. 

We understand that some of you may be concerned about the safety of these new vaccines, as 

they have been developed and tested far more quickly than those in the past. Be assured that 

the speed with which these vaccines were developed is not due to skipping important safety 

steps, but rather the result of focused, collabora ve work performed by experts across the 

globe. Vaccines approved for use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administra on have undergone the 

same level of rigorous tes ng for safety and efficacy as other vaccines, and have been tested in 

tens of thousands of people, including older adults. Two independent advisory commi ees of 

experts from academic ins tu ons also monitor vaccines to ensure their safety. 

Most of the COVID-19 vaccines require two separate doses given about three or four weeks 

apart, depending on the vaccine. Par cipants of clinical trials have reported experiencing short-

term side effects a er being vaccinated, with more pronounced discomfort a er the second 

dose. These possible side effects include headache, muscle pains, fa gue, chills, fever and pain at 

the injec on site. Some mes there is misunderstanding about the cause of these reac ons, as 

you may have heard someone say a vaccine has “made them sick” or given them the disease that 

the vaccine was intended to prevent. We want to be clear that this is not the case. The COVID-19 

vaccine cannot you give you a COVID-19 infec ons of disease. The vaccine works by helping the 

body create an bodies to fight off the virus. Feeling discomfort a er ge ng the vaccine means 

that the vaccine is doing its job and your body is making an bodies. 
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Local pharmacist, Yi Yang of Webb’s Pharmacy recorded a presenta on about the SARS-CoV-2 

mRNA vaccine, how it works, and what to expect a er ge ng the vaccine. It can be found at 

h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QF2E1pOQLbs&t=505s. 

Timbercrest, along with thousands of other long-term care facili es, is par cipa ng in a program 

with the Centers for Disease Control to help efficiently distribute these vaccines to Timbercrest 

Manor residents free of charge once they are available. We will keep you informed of this 

process as we move forward. Our staff will also have the opportunity to get vaccinated through 

this program. 

I encourage you to reach out to us if you have any ques ons about the COVID-19 vaccine, its 

possible side effects, and what to expect a er you or a loved one receives it. As we have been 

saying over the course of this difficult year, we are all in this together. Please know that the 

safety and wellbeing of our staff and residents have been and remain our top priority. We are 

confident that the worldwide, unprecedented scien fic achievement of these COVID-19 vaccines 

will eventually enable us to enjoy life with our loved ones again. We look forward to doing our 

part in this effort by ge ng the COVID-19 vaccine, and hope you will join us. 

 


